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ledged praiseworthy qualities, Fraulein Libussa was undoubtedly
the favoured candidate, at least in petto, of the sage Electors:
but the preference of the younger sister to the elder has so fre-
quently, in the affair of marriage, as experience testifies, destroyed
the peace of the house, that reasonable fear might be entertained
lest in affairs of still greater moment it might disturb the peace
of the country. This consideration put the sapient guardians of
the people into such embarrassment, that they could come to no
conclusion whatever. There was wanting a speaker, to hang the
clock-weight of his eloquence upon the wheel of the Electors'
favourable will, before the business could get into motion, and
the good disposition of their minds become active and efficient;
and this speaker now appeared, as if appointed for the business.

Wladomir, one of the Bohemian Magnates, the highest after
the Duke, had long sighed for the enchanting Libussa, and wooed
her during Father Krokus's lifetime. The youth being one of his
most faithful vassals, and beloved by him as a son, the worthy
Krokus could have wished well that love would unite this pair;
but the coyness of the maiden was insuperable, and he would in
nowise force her inclination. Prince Wladomir, however, would
not be deterred by these doubtful aspects ; but still hoped, by
fidelity and constancy, to tire out the hard heart of the Fraulein,
> and by his tender attentions make it soft and pliant. He con-
tinued in the Duke's retinue to the end, without appearing by this
means to have advanced a hair's-breadth towards the goal of his
desires. But now, he thought, an opportunity was offered him
for opening her closed heart by a meritorious deed, and earning
from her noble-minded gratitude what love did not seem inclined
to grant him voluntarily. He determined on braving the hatred
and vengeance of the two dreaded sisters, and raising his beloved
to her paternal throne. Observing the indecision of the wavering
assembly, he addressed them, and said :

" If ye will hear me, ye courageous Knights and Nobles from
among the people, I will lay before you a similitude, by which
you shall perceive how this coming choice may be accomplished,
to the weal and profit of the land."

Silence being ordered, he proceeded thus :

" The Bees had lost their Queen, and the whole hive sat sad
and moping; they flew seldom, and sluggishly out, had small heart
or activity in honey-making, and their trade and sustenance fell
into decay. Therefore they resolved upon a new sovereign, to-